The Autumn School: This City and the Other. From the Athens of Emajõgi to the Suburb of Supilinn.
19 to 21 October 2012 
Organisers:

Chair of Art History, Institute of History and Archaeology, University of Tartu 

Tartu College of Tallinn University of Technology 

Supilinn Society

Target groups: Undergraduate and graduate students from Estonian and foreign universities. People interested in architecture and culture. Everyone for whom the city is part of their life and the environment in which they function.  
Endowed by: The Cultural Endowment of Estonia, Municipality of Tartu, Tartu University Museums
“This City and the Other” is a joint project called the Autumn School organised by two universities, which is taking place in Tartu. On the one hand, the objective of the project is to examine the development of the city as a scientific subject, and on the other hand, to deal with an emotion-rich environment. During three days, the Autumn School will combine various extremes: utopia and the real city, dreams and their shattering, order and chaos, white and black, by linking the first to the second and giving an invisible as well as visible dimension to Vitrivius’s rules of space and structure – to the streets, squares and façades. Tartu is unique in Estonia and in Europe as well. The heart of the city is shaped by the university – one of the few Enlightenment-era universities and best-preserved academic ensembles in post-French Revolution Europe, where the Per aspera ad astra! concept of its architect Johann Wilhelm Krause has guided students, who even today are being invited to participate in the Autumn School at the bachelor’s, master’s and doctoral level. Along with light, the city also has its darker side, which in conclusion provide colour to the line, subjective shading to the objective, and a phenomenological side to the analytical. 

The parts of the city that are farther away – its hands, legs and other body parts – provide an unexpected opportunity for developing the classical dictate further; and not in the light of the laws of perspective, but with the help of “black holes”, which open the path to creativity – for everything that is related to freedom, fantasy and an ever new reading of the past. The working class areas speak along with the city centre, and together they form an equation in which we encounter several unknowns instead of only two, an equation which cannot be solved as such, but through which intrigue is revealed and one is invited to think along, debate, and discuss the present in the past, the present in the future and the present itself. Along with the concentration of thought, the Autumn School also includes pauses of thought that grow through the days and give academic expression to an increasingly in-depth understanding of the city’s poetry through philosophy, politics, social sciences, aesthetics, architecture, mobile communications and semiotics. 

Poetry is born on the edge between order and chaos. The alternative to science is art, through which culture shapes a whole, by giving us a weapon with which we can go to war in the name of eternal peace! Along with the food for the spirit served up in the university’s auditorium, those who come to Tartu will be served soup made of cabbages, carrots potatoes, and other vegetables for which the streets of Supilinn (Soup City) have been named.  We look forward to seeing you in the Athens and flood plain of the Emajõgi River, in order to bring the undertaking that was started under the six columns to its conclusion on Toomemägi Hill, which has been rebuilt into an amphitheatre and opera stage. 

PROGRAM

19 October: THE CITY AND THE DREAM. THIS REALITY AND THE OTHER

Main Building of the University of Tartu, Lecture Hall 128.

Moderator: Prof Juhan Maiste, Head of the Chair of Art History 

10.00

Opening remarks from Prof Volli Kalm, Rector of the University of Tartu 

10.10

Prof Ülo Matjus: The City as Remembrance
10.40

Prof Lilian Hansar: The City as Utopia
11.10

Prof Vilen Künnapu: The City as Fantasy
11.40

Prof Leonhard Lapin: The City as Chaos
12.10

Prof Zenia Kotval: Dreamland in the Classical Spirit. From the Old World to the New One“

12.40 – 13.40 lunch break

13.40

Dr Roman Hillmann: Urban Planning in Berlin during the Period of Enlightenment

14.10

Kaur Alttoa, MA: The City between Chaos and Order. About Tartu in an Old-Fashioned Way
14.40

Dr Tiina Mall Kreem: Obstructed Architecture. A Glance at 19th-Century Church Projects and Buildings
15.10

Dr Eva Näripea: Utopias and Heterotopias in a City
15.10 – 15.40 coffee break

15.40 

Dr Anti Randviir: The Utopian City and the Real City 

16.10

Tiit Remm, MA: The City as a Text and Tartu as a Context
16.40

Andres Kurg, MA: The Tamed City
17.15

A tour of Supilinn. Meeting place in front of the University’s main building
20 October: THE CITY AND PROGRESS

Kroonuaia 7 (100-year-old school in Supilinn)

Moderator: Asko Tamme, member of the Supilinn Society

10.00

Opening remarks by Urmas Kruuse, Mayor of Tartu
10.10

Toomas Hendrik Ilves and Mart Hiob: A Country for People or Not?
11.10 – 11.30 coffee break

11.30 

Ülar Mark and Aet Annist: A City for People or Not?
12.30 – 13.30 lunch break

13.30 

Aune Valk: Supilinn as Me

Anzori Barkalaja: Me as Supilinn
14.30

Mart Velsker: Supilinn and Literature

Enn Lillemets: A Selection of Literary Texts about Supilinn
15.30 

Presentation of an anthology titled Another Town. Supilinn 

19.00

10th Anniversary of the Supilinn Society
Celebration at the Lodjakoda

21 October: THE CITY AND FANTASY

University of Tartu Museum of History, White Hall

14.00

Mariann Raisma: A tour of the University of Tartu History Museum and the Tartu Cathedral

15.00 

Opening remarks from producer Neeme Kuningas (Estonian National Opera) 

15.10 

Premiere of Staging of a City
